
Thursday, November 6th
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast
Browns Bridge Church | 9AM

CASA of Forsyth County

Upcoming Events

Tuesday, September 30th
Book Club
SliceAbility | 5:30PM
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CASA teen and reaching
her dream

Hispanic Heritage Month,
National Recovery Month,
& Suicide Prevention
Month

September and
awareness themes

What would you do?

There are a lot of awareness
themes this month! Check out the
trainings on page 8, which have
been specifically curated to align
with the different themes!

We ROCKED the House!
Our Rock the House event at School
Street Playhouse, featuring Junior’s
Farm Band, was a huge success!
The night was filled with great
music, community spirit, and strong
support for CASA’s mission.

Make sure you check youremail at the end ofSeptember for your invite andto RSVP!
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Thursday, September 25th
New CASA Swearing-In
Juvenile Courthouse | 1PM

Saturday, December 6th
Rudolph Run Through
Cumming First UMC | 11AM
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Recap

We are thrilled to share the success of our
recent Rock the House event, hosted by
School Street Playhouse and featuring the
incredible Junior’s Farm Band. The evening
was filled with great music, community spirit,
and strong support for CASA’s mission.
Thanks to everyone who attended, donated,
and spread the word. The event not only
raised vital funds but also raised awareness
of the importance of advocating for children
in foster care. We are so grateful to School
Street Playhouse, Junior’s Farm Band, and
our community for making this night
unforgettable!

CASAs and Advocacy Specialists
attend Georgia CASA Conference
Last month, several team members and
volunteers had the chance to attend the Georgia
CASA Conference, where they connected with
other CASA affiliates from across the state for a
day of learning, connection, and inspiration. The
keynote address was delivered by Tristian Smith,
who shared his powerful lived experience as a
foster child without a CASA volunteer to support
him. Today, Tristian has come full circle—serving
as a CASA volunteer himself and reminding us of
the lasting impact advocacy can have on a child’s
life. 

Throughout the day, participants joined breakout
sessions on topics such as supporting older
youth, addressing the unique needs of babies,
and navigating juvenile court. The conference
offered valuable tools and fresh perspectives
that our CASAs and Advocacy Specialists are
excited to bring back to their work with children
and families.

47 hearings attended

327 advocacy hours

2,594 miles driven

We Rocked The House 
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Highlight

Next month’s scenario

Here’s how we recommend
responding:

Acknowledge their feelings. Let the child know it’s

okay to be upset, angry, or tired of constant changes.

Simply saying, “I understand this has been hard, and

it makes sense you feel this way,” can help validate

their experience.

Stay consistent. Even if the child doesn’t engage the

way they used to, your presence still matters. Keep

visiting, calling, and showing up as scheduled. Your

steady presence provides the stability they may not

be experiencing elsewhere.

Be patient. Withdrawn behavior doesn’t mean you

aren’t making a difference—it often means the child

is testing whether you’ll stay when things get tough.

Sample court report recommendation: “The child has

experienced three placement changes in the past three

months. CASA has observed the child becoming

increasingly withdrawn and less willing to engage with

the CASA during visits. CASA is concerned that frequent

placement disruptions are impacting the child’s well-

being and recommends that the child’s need for stability

and consistency be prioritized when considering future

placement decisions.”

You are assigned to a child with Down
syndrome. At school visits, you notice the
child is pulled from class frequently for
therapies, but the foster parent mentions
that the child still isn’t receiving all the
supports written into their IEP. The child
enjoys social activities and being
included with peers, but opportunities
seem limited.

What would you do?

Last month, we asked you how you would
respond in the following situation: 

The child you advocate for is in their third
placement in three months. They’re frustrated,
withdrawing, and not engaging with you like
they used to. What would you do?

Situations like this are challenging but also an
important reminder of the value of CASA
advocacy. Frequent placement changes can
make a child feel unsafe, disconnected, and
powerless. When they begin to withdraw, it’s not
unusual—it’s often a protective response to so
much instability.

💡Look to next month’s newsletter to see
what the most effective course of action

might be!

What Would You Do? Real-Life
Advocacy Scenarios
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Celebrating
Hispanic
Heritage Month

As a CASA, you play a vital role in making
sure children’s voices are heard and their
unique identities are protected. By being
culturally curious and open, you help
children not only feel seen but also
celebrated.

This Hispanic Heritage Month, we invite
you to reflect on how embracing cultural
heritage in your advocacy can empower
the children we serve.

At CASA, we are reminded during this
month of how important it is for every
child’s identity and heritage to be
respected, honored, and uplifted.

For CASA volunteers, this means more
than just advocacy in the courtroom—it’s
also about ensuring that a child’s cultural
background is understood and valued in
decisions about their care and future.
When children are able to stay connected
to their heritage, language, and traditions,
it strengthens their sense of belonging
and supports their overall well-being.

Each year, September 15 through
October 15 is recognized as
Hispanic Heritage Month, a time
to celebrate the history, culture,
and contributions of Hispanic
and Latino communities.
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CASA Success Story:
Helping a Teen
Reach Her Dreams

Just a reminder

Advocacy over state lines
Through this partnership, a CASA volunteer in
that city—who was not court-appointed to the
child—met her at the airport, helped her get
settled into her dorm, and even made plans
to show her around her new community.

Because of this creativity and collaboration,
this teen is now right where she belongs: on
campus, chasing her goals and building her
future. 

This story reminds us that with strong
advocacy and teamwork, a child’s dreams
don’t have to be limited by circumstance.

CASA volunteers cannot transport
children they are appointed to. In
this case, the out-of-state CASA
volunteer was not appointed to
the child, which allowed them to
provide this extra support.

This summer, one of our CASA teens achieved
something extraordinary—she was accepted
to a prestigious out-of-state university! While
she was eager to begin her college journey, a
major roadblock stood in the way:
transportation. Without a solution, she might
not have been able to attend.

That’s when Advocacy Specialist Amy and
CASA volunteer Ann stepped in. Ann and Amy
thought outside the box to come up with a
way to make this all work out. That’s when
Amy reached out to the CASA program in the
student’s new city, seeking local support.
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Standing
Together to
Prevent Suicide

What you can do as a CASA:
Listen and validate. If a child expresses
sadness, hopelessness, or thoughts of
not wanting to live, take it seriously.
Know the warning signs. Changes in
mood, withdrawal from activities, or
talking about death are all red flags.
Connect to help. Share concerns with
the child’s case manager or therapist
immediately and document what you
observed.
Be a consistent presence. Simply
showing up and reminding the child that
they matter can be protective in itself.

Youth in foster care face unique challenges that
can increase their risk of suicidal thoughts,
including trauma, frequent transitions, and
feelings of isolation. As CASAs, we play a critical
role in noticing warning signs, listening without
judgment, and connecting children and families
with the right resources. Suicide Prevention
Month is a time to raise awareness, reduce
stigma, and remind ourselves that every life has
value and hope is always possible.

September is Suicide Prevention
Month, a reminder that every child’s
life matters. Youth in foster care face
unique risks due to trauma and
frequent changes, but CASAs can
make a difference.
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IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS
STRUGGLING, CALL OR TEXT 988,
THE SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE,

FOR IMMEDIATE SUPPORT.



Birthdays & Anniversaries CASA Book Club

The book, Raising Other People's Children,
helps you navigate the complicated world of
foster and step-parenting with better
awareness and greater empathy, providing
real-life solutions for forging strong
relationships in extraordinary circumstances.

The responsibility and complexity involved in
raising someone else’s child can seem
overwhelming. Regardless of whether you’re
a stepparent, foster parent, adoptive parent,
or a CASA, it is on you to take on the
challenge of caring for them, helping them to
move forward while also meeting their
unique emotional needs.

We’ll be meeting at SliceAbility on 
September 30  at 5:30PM!

th

CASA Tip of the Month
Always listen more than you talk — kids often

reveal important things in small way. A simple

comment about a friend, a change in routine,

or even their tone of voice can offer clues

about how they’re really doing. By giving them

space to share at their own pace, you show

that their voice matters and that you’re a safe,

steady presence they can trust.

Sept 7  - Shelly Hippsth

Sept 8  - Carolyn Reedth

Sept 13  - Lori Gillmanth

Sept 14  - Debra Wallaceth

Sept 15  - Tracy Douchy, Mark Najjar, th

Debra Wallace, Diane Janson, Danielle Smith,

Emma Mazer (each are celebrating 3 years!)

Sept 17  - Sheila Castelein, Steven Castelein,

Kristin Miller, John Cannady, Leigh Ann Cannady,

Kim Painter (each are celebrating 5 years!);

th

Erika Zelada, Mary Cate Summerlin, Liz Draper

(each are celebrating 1 year!)

Sept 20  - Mary Cate Summerlin & Toni Flowersth

Sept 25  - Kim Straussth

Sept 29  - Desiree Carlisleth

Raising Other People's Children: What

Foster Parenting Taught Me About Bringing

Together A Blended Family

by Debbie Ausburn
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Learning &
Growth

Cultural Competency Trainings

Supporting the Legal Needs of Immigrant
Children in Foster Care

On-Demand
Center on Immigration & Child Welfare Initiative
CLICK HERE TO ACCESS

In-Person, Virtual, and Self-
Guided Training Opportunities

Please remember to log your training in

the tab marked “Training” on the main

page in Optima- you need to log 12

hours of continuing education each

year.

Reading along with Book Club is now

worth 4 CE hours!

Substance Abuse Trainings

Building Healthy “Parenting” in Recovery
On-Demand

Illinois CASA
CLICK HERE TO ACCESS

Opioids and Foster Care
On-Demand

Georgia Center for Resources and Support
CLICK HERE TO ACCESS

Parental Substance Misuse and Child Welfare
On-Demand

Florida State University Stoops Center
CLICK HERE TO ACCESS

Suicide Prevention Trainings

Understanding Suicide
Virtual Live - Wednesday, Sept 17 at 1pm

Mindspring Mental Health Alliance
CLICK HERE TO ACCESS

Why Are Youth Ending Thie Life By Suicide
On-Demand

Georgia Center for Resources and Support
CLICK HERE TO ACCESS

Why Are Youth Ending Thie Life By Suicide
On-Demand

University of Michigan
CLICK HERE TO ACCESS
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https://cimmcw.org/cicw-workshops/supporting-legal-needs-webinar/
https://illinoiscasa.org/library/ondemandtraininglibrary/recorded-webinar-registration-forms/building-healthy-parenting-in-recovery.html
https://gacrs.org/courses/opioids-and-foster-care/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6KrSGArths
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/8117138854500/WN_PtbaDB18Swe7JfoNe8DU9Q#/registration
https://gacrs.org/courses/why-are-youth-ending-their-life-by-suicide-causes-factors-and-suicide-alarming-rates/
https://childwelfaresuicideprev.catalog.instructure.com/courses/suicide-prevention-with-child-welfare-involved-youth
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Thank You to Our Donors!Thank You to Our Donors!

Paula GaultPaula Gault
Marybeth LeamerMarybeth Leamer

Jay KirchoffJay Kirchoff

Keller Williams Community Partners  -  North Forsyth Rotary Club  -  Jack & Becky Damico 
Susan Kaufman  -  Steve Kirby  -  The Ledbetter Family  -  Alyssa Baskam 

 Fitzgibbons Family Charitable Foundation  -  Weaver Capital Management
 Deer Creek Shores Presbyterian Church  -  George Lipsey  -   Hampton Family Charitable Fund Teleios Ministry  -

Richard Warner  -  Georgia CASA  Eggs Up Grill  -  Horizon Christian Academy  Silvia Anderson  -  LEJ Capital  -
Vanguard Management Group  -  Northpoint Mortgage

Unity Class of First Baptist Church  -  Bald Ridge Chapel Trustees

Keller Williams Community Partners  -  North Forsyth Rotary Club  -  Jack & Becky Damico 
Susan Kaufman  -  Steve Kirby  -  The Ledbetter Family  -  Alyssa Baskam 

 Fitzgibbons Family Charitable Foundation  -  Weaver Capital Management
 Deer Creek Shores Presbyterian Church  -  George Lipsey  -   Hampton Family Charitable Fund Teleios Ministry  -

Richard Warner  -  Georgia CASA  Eggs Up Grill  -  Horizon Christian Academy  Silvia Anderson  -  LEJ Capital  -
Vanguard Management Group  -  Northpoint Mortgage

Unity Class of First Baptist Church  -  Bald Ridge Chapel Trustees

Danny BennettDanny Bennett

Bettina HammondBettina Hammond

Hardie-Hughes
Foundation

Hardie-Hughes
Foundation


